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Board of Supervisors

David Tysdal                      dtysdal.wcnrd@gmail.com
Chairman, Rural

Tucker Hamilton          thamilton.wcnrd@gmail.com
Vice Chairman, Rural

Emily Hartinger           ehartinger.wcnrd@gmail.com
Secretary/Treasurer, Rural

Gene Norman              gnorman.wcnrd@gmail.com
Supervisor, Urban

Tom Streeter              tstreeter.wcnrd@gmail.com
Supervisor, At-Large

District Staff
Caleb Carter                 ccarter.wcnrd@gmail.com 
District Manager                    (307) 746-3264 ext. 4

Erin Whitcher           westoncountynrd@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant       

District Hours
7:30 am to 4 pm—Monday-Friday

The USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer

NRCS Field Office
Hours: 7 am to 3:30 pm         (307) 746-3264 ext. 3

Paul Eitel                             paul.eitel@usda.gov 
District Conservationist

Austin Sommerville              asommerville@nwtf.net
National Wild Turkey Federation 
Cooperative Forester

facebook.com/westoncountynrd

instagram.com/westoncountynrd

UPCOMING EVENTS

Find us online!
Be sure to check out our new website for all your updates and 

WCNRD news. You can find forms to sign up for  programs, 
event  details, and much more!

westoncountynrd.org

You can also connect with us on social media: 

“Providing leadership in conserving the 

natural resources in Weston County by 

providing information, education and 

technical assistance to meet the needs of 

our users.”

Mission Statement

Board Meeting   December 12th, 3 @ District Office

Composter Pre-Orders  Due December 22nd

Tree Sale    Ends April 3rd

Holiday Vendor Show   December 9th @ Newcastle Lodge and Convention Center 

WCNRD/NRCS/FSA Open House December 21st, 9-3 @ Forest Service Building Conference Room 
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Did you know the WCNRD 
also offers the Barnyards 
and Backyards magazine 

that we send out 
quarterly? Any district 
member is welcome to 

sign up to get one mailed 
to you ! 

If you’re interested in getting the 
magazine call: 307-746-3264
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Turn Trash into Treasure By Composting

By Erin Darlington-Whitcher

Composting has been growing in popularity, and for good reason.  Daily, we each discard an average of one pound 

of food waste.  One-third of all food produced for human consumption is wasted each year, and most of that winds 

up in landfills. Approximately 14% of US methane emissions are from food waste rotting in landfills, and 20-30% of 

household waste is compostable material.  Composting is a way to turn part of that waste into a useful resource.  

While it’s not difficult to start composting, it does take some forethought. First, you need to decide where you will 

keep the compost, and how large the pile will be.  It is recommended that the pile be at least one cubic yard.  

While you can compost in a container as small as a 5-gallon bucket, piles smaller than a cubic yard typically don’t 

heat up enough to work efficiently. Next, you need a way to contain the compost within that space.  You can make 

your own container from just about anything, though you should consider the durability of the material; if it will be 

outdoors year-round, it should be made of material that won’t become brittle and break down after a season or 

two.  Of course, there are commercially made bins that are specifically designed for composting, but they are not 

required.  

Picking the right location for your compost is important.  You don’t want runoff from the compost making its way 

into a well, cistern, stream, or pond, so the pile should be created where runoff from it will not contaminate water 

sources.  You also need to keep the compost moist, so you’ll want a water source nearby.  The pile should be 

protected from the sun and wind so that it doesn’t dry out too quickly.  The pile should not touch trees or wooden 

buildings, as they may start to decay along with the compost.  If you are going to be using the compost in your 

garden, you may want the pile close to the garden.  If appearance and pest control are important factors for you, 

you may consider composting in a container, which is more visually appealing than a pile and can keep animals and 

insects out of the compost.

Once you have found a place to make your compost pile, the next step is adding the right materials to it. Plant-

derived kitchen scraps, crushed eggshells, coffee and tea grounds, grass clippings, shredded paper, shredded 

cardboard, wood scraps, sawdust, plant stalks, twigs, and dried leaves are all compostable.  Cooked food can be 

added in small amounts.  Avoid adding meat and other animal products, dairy products, produce stickers, pet feces, 

fats, oils, grease, glossy or waxed paper, treated or painted wood, diseased or pest-infested plants, aggressive 

weeds, weeds with seeds, or dryer lint.  The smaller your compostable materials are, the faster they will break 

down, so it’s recommended that you chop up or shred larger items.  Having the right ratio of nitrogen and carbon 

helps speed up the composting process.  More information can be found in the link below. 

For more information on composting, visit https://www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/resources/composting.html or 

scan the QR code for a Barnyards and Backyards article.
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Examples of Austrian and 
Australian Home Compostable 
certification labels.  The U.S. 
does not currently have an 
equivalent certification.

Read the fine print!  Most 
“Certified Compostable” 
products are only 
compostable in 
industrial/commercial 
facilities.  
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The Weston County NRCS staff are preparing for a monumental year after receiving full 
allocations of Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) monies, with initial allocations for WY sitting at an 
additional $16,534,000 split across our Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  There is also an additional $4,081,550 in 
Technical Assistance (TA) that was not included in the previous figure, to help us hire new staff 
and implement these new funds.  We are currently accepting FY 24 IRA, CSP, and EQIP 
applications, and a deadline has not yet been established.  Remember, IRA applications must 
contain Climate Spart Agriculture and Forestry (CSAF) practices. A list of these practices can be 
found online at the NRCS website.

We are also currently accepting applications for our regular EQIP and CSP pools at both the 
county and state levels.  This year, WY NRCS is returning to the individual County Allocations.  
We do not have a current funding estimate for Weston County yet.

If you have any questions, or if you have a project you 
would like to work on, please reach out to the Weston 
County NRCS Field Office at 307-746-3264x3
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In this issue…

Current and Upcoming Classes, Cost-Shares, Grants, and Sales

Hazardous Waste Day Results

Composting Information 

Composter Pre-Orders

NRCS Program Funding
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